A Life Worthy of the Calling

Text: II Timothy 2:14-26

Introduction:

Everyone has a philosophy of life. Phyllis Diller's philosophy was, “My recipe for dealing with anger and frustration: set the kitchen timer for twenty minutes, cry, rant, and rave, and at the sound of the bell, simmer down and go about business as usual.” 
Carroll Bryant, “Don't bite off more than you can chew because nobody looks attractive spitting it back out.”
Isaac Asimov “I have never, in all my life, not for one moment, been tempted toward religion of any kind. The fact is that I feel no spiritual void. I have my philosophy of life, which does not include any aspect of the supernatural and which I find totally satisfying. I am, in short, a rationalist and believe only that which reason tells me is so.”
I think you are going to follow the path you set by the philosophy you have in life. Isaac Asimov is burning in hell today because of his philosophy of life. Many others have found that their philosophy of life was wrong only when it was to late.
As we continue II Timothy we see that we are to live a life worthy of the calling. 
II Timothy 2:14-18, “Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus (Hi-ma-na-us) and Philetus (Fil-e-tus), who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some.”
I. A Worker Faithful to the Truth.

A.  Speak the Truth.

1. Resist Useless Arguments.

I heard Jimmy Dean once say, “Opinions are like belly buttons everyone’s got one.” Paul instructs Timothy to be careful to discuss serious issues with foolish people. This is an admonition I am learning. There are some people who do not want to learn, they simple like to argue. About a year ago I had a young man from Buffalo call and wanted to know what the Church of God taught. I began to explain Scripture and he started to argue with me over what Scripture said. I thought this very strange for he called to understand what we believed, but he would not listen to what I had to say. He simple wanted to convince me of his way of thinking. Quite frankly I did not have time to argue so I ended the conversation even though he wanted to talk again later. 

There are times for honest debate on issues relating to the Bible and to issues of the day, but these are debates that for the purpose of learning, not simple wanting someone to believe what you believe. I like talking to someone who is open to learn, but close minded people are to be avoided. I have had conversation with people and they have even won me over to their point. I often agree with people on certain points even if I do not buy their argument. 

Paul cautions Timothy to instruct others not to argue over words which does no one good and confuses the hearers. There are times when we must combat false teachings, but we need wisdom as to when this should take place. If it is going to do the church more harm to let it pass then we need to speak up and defend the truth of God’s Word. We should always stand for the truth of God’s Word. There are other times that people are going to view certain passages in a different light, but it will not harm their belief in God it is then that we can agree to disagree. It is not worth arguing over and upsetting the harmony of the church.

2.  Rightly Dividing The Word.

Timothy is to be a minister of the truth and he is as Paul states, “a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”
We also should be people of the Word. To many Christians today are a mile wide and an inch deep because they are not people who are deep in the Word. It is not enough to read the Bible we must be students of the Scripture. The KJV puts it this way, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
We all should be in Bible study both personal and group study. We can stand correct when we can stand on God's Word. It is so sad to see people who only know what some preacher has told them instead of studying it themselves and seeing what God says. 
I want you to be like the Bereans in Acts 17:11 who were called noble because they examined the Scriptures to know if Paul was speaking the truth. Then you will be a worker who knows how to divide the Word of Truth.



3. Foolish Error.
Timothy was to avoid irreverent babblings. I refer to Dr. Henry Morris when he states, “The original Greek words are equally pungent. "Profane" is the Greek, bebelos, meaning "sacrilegious," or "irreverent," or "vulgar." The term "vain babblings" is one Greek word, kenophonia, meaning "empty soundings." The admonition refers not so much to vulgar, street-corner conversations, however, but more to the irreverent metaphysical speculations and verbose meanderings of evolutionary humanists.” 
Dr. Morris is referring to those who want to sound intellectual and espouse theories or arguments that have no logic or truth to them. It is what Paul refers to in Romans 1:21-22, “For although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools.” 
We hear these type of vain babblings all the time. Those who deny God as Creator, saying the universe began with a explosion of a dot the size of a period on a page. Now, really! Then those who do not take God's Word as written and do not believe in the Scripture as divinely written, and try to put gaps in the account of creation, or say things like Jesus was married to Mary Magnaline and had children. 
I get tried of hearing from these liberal Bible scholars who expose these silly babblings when they are on TV as experts on some program about the Bible. These people I doubt have ever read the Bible. If they had they would find their foolishness is not there.
Paul gives an example of two believers who are causing confusion in the church, Hymenaeus (Hi-ma-na-us) and Philetus (Fil-e-tus). They were not on the same page as the rest of the church for they were preaching that the resurrection had already happened. Paul did not have a problem with their belief in the resurrection just their timing of it. The Disciples believed the resurrection would be soon and there would be signs to its coming, but it had not come already. If these to fellows had been paying attention to the sign they to would have known it had not happened. They were preaching something contrary to sound doctrine. They departed from the truth and were preaching error. 



II. A Worker Who Is Set Apart For Service.



A. A Vessel Worthy of Honor.

19-21, “But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”

Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.” 

1. God Knows His Own.

These verses speak of being set apart or made holy. We are God's people, we are not like the world, we are to live the life worthy of our calling. Paul begins with, “But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: 'The Lord knows those who are His,' and, 'Let everyone who names the Name of the Lord depart from iniquity.'”
God's foundation is firm. What God stands for is solid. His standard is the standard. We find this firm foundation in God's Word. Human philosophy is on shifting sand, it has no firm foundation because it is based on what man thinks. Only God's Word is firm. Paul says it bears a seal, “The Lord knows those who are His.” Also, “Let everyone who names the Name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”  
It is true God knows who belongs to Him, but I am tried of people saying you can't judge because only God knows, but the rest of it says, “Let everyone who names the Name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” If you are still in a lifestyle of sin then my friends it is pretty clear that you are not a child of God. You cannot be a homosexual Christian! You cannot be an adulterous Christian. You cannot continue in sin and claim to be a child of God. That my friends is not judging that is the truth. We need to get back to calling sin, sin. Sin has no place in the Christian life, nor in the life of those who are called. I know this is old fashion, but it is Scripture. 

2. A Vessel of Noble Use.

Paul then illustrates this using the vessels of a home.  “Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.” 
Here there are two types of vessels on common and on set apart for special use. He compares it like this, one is made of valuable material, gold and silver, and one of wood and clay. One is used in everyday life, and one for only those special days. If we have allowed Christ to cleanse us and we live a life worthy of that then we are set apart for God's special use. Paul use the word holy, meaning set apart for service. We are not living like we use to. We are God's children and bear His mark, we are His. 

This is how Paul states it in I Thess. 4:3-7, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.” 
We should be diligent in the call God has given us and our living for Him should reflect the cleansing we have received from Him. We are responsible to live a life worthy of the calling.


III. A Worker Who Pursues Righteousness.




A. Living in the Fruits of the Spirit.

“So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by Him to do His will.”
1. Flee and Pursue. 

We have a holy calling and because of that there are things we should flee from and things we should pursue. For Timothy he was to flee the youthful passions. Many people have problems with this and take way to long to grow up. Paul said in I Cor. 13:11, that when he became a man he put childish things behind. For the mature Christian we must flee the passions of our past that cause us to live bound to sin. It is time to grow up and become mature.

Timothy was encouraged to have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant conversations because they cause quarrels and are not productive. Fools love nothing more than to get us in those positions, so be careful and do not fall in to their trap.

While we should flee these things, worldly passions and idle talk, we should pursue the things of God. Those things Paul list and we see more in other passages, righteousness, faith, love, and peace. This reminds me of the fruit of the Spirit in Gal. 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 
There is a way one should live and attributes one should possess if one is Spirit filled. These are the attributes of God, the way God is. We must reflect these as an expression of being of God. 

We must also not quarrel but must pursue kindness. We should always be mindful of others feelings and emotional state. Being right does not give us the right to offend. We should use wisdom and listen to others and then we will be able to teach them the truth of God's Word. 

2. Be Gentle in Teaching Truth.

Our aim should always to point people to the truth and sometimes that takes time and wisdom. Paul continues to instruct Timothy with these words, “And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.”
A servant of God called to that service must be a defender of the truth and must be gentle in speaking the truth. Paul says we must patiently endure evil, and correct with gentleness. This is sometimes difficult because of our passion in what we believe. We hold God's Word to be true and there is great opposition to that even from some in the church. While we defend the truth with facts we must not be over bearing in that defense. We must gently persuade those who are opposed to the truth of the Word. 

Paul gives the perspective of that person as a sinner that needs to repent. We have what they need, we have the truth that can set them free, the truth that gives life everlasting and for them to receive it we must be gentle in our defense.

Our goal is to win the lost and preach God's Word faithful and true. This is possible with a gentle response. When people see our lives and hear the spirit by which we speak than we can lead many to Christ.

Application:

Living the life worthy of the calling, living holy lives, is more that just doing the right thing. It is living in the right spirit. It is living the life of the Spirit. We should be gentle, loving, kind and all the fruits that a Spirit filled should posses. 

So, where are you today. I must confess that I need to do more. I think we all could say that. When measured by the Word of truth we all are lacking. So, let us resolve to be a defender of the faith with more gentleness and love. Let us resolve to be God's people worthy of the call to service.  
